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Notice of Non Discrimination The Hickman Mills C-1 School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, gender, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and 
other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies: Executive Director, Human Resources, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, Kansas City, MO 64138 or 
(816) 316-7000. Interested persons who want to obtain information as to the existence and location of services, activities, 
and facilities that are accessible to and usable by persons with disabilities should contact Executive Director, Human 
Resources, 9000 Old Santa Fe Road, Kansas City, MO 64138 or (816) 316-7000. 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Monday, March 31, 2014 
 
Board Extends Carpenter’s Contract and Names New Head Football Coach at Ruskin High School 
 
Thursday, March 27, 2014 the Hickman Mills C-1 Board of Education voted to extend Superintendent 
Carpenter’s current three year contract by one year.  In other exciting athletics personnel news, the Board 
voted unanimously to name former professional football player and current Webber International University 
Defensive Backs Coach Kiwaukee Thomas teacher and RHS Head Football Coach.   
 
Superintendent Carpenter 
Since arriving in the district nearly a year ago, Dr. Carpenter has been working relentlessly to change the 
academic trajectory of the district.  He has engaged both internal and external community stakeholders in the 
school district’s improvement efforts via a year one blueprint/plan of improvement and the development of a 
five year strategic plan.  Most recently Dr. Carpenter presented a proposal for the upcoming year, referred to 
as Moving Forward.  The key components of the Moving Forward plan, effective next school term are: 
 

• The Ervin Early Learning Center (formerly Ervin Middle School) will serve grades pre-k and 
kindergarten students and the Freda Markley Early Childhood Center will serve pre-k students.  All 
four year olds in the Hickman Mills District will have the opportunity to attend full day pre-school. 

• The grade configuration in the district’s elementary schools will change from grades K-5 to grades 
1-6.  Smith Hale Middle School will serve grades 7-8.  Hickman Mills Junior High School will 
become the district’s freshman center, solely focused on the unique needs of ninth graders.  

• The district will contract with Ombudsman Educational Services to provide a comprehensive 
alternative education program in the district. 

In response to the Board’s vote to extend his contract Dr. Carpenter stated, “I want to thank the Board 
members who voted in support of extending my current three year contract for one additional year.  This 
action signifies a vote of confidence, as it relates to the work currently going on in the district.  In addition, 
this vote communicates the type of stability in leadership necessary to restore confidence in a resurging 
school district with a clear plan and a clear focus." 
 
New RHS Head Football Coach Kiwaukee Thomas 
In other personnel news, the Board made a clear statement regarding their commitment to resurrecting a 
football program that has struggled over the past several years.  The Board voted unanimously to name 
Kiwaukee Thomas teacher and head football coach at Ruskin High School.  Coach Thomas brings an 
impressive resume, a winning pedigree and a commitment to hard work to Ruskin High School.  After a 
professional football career that spanned more than 8 years, Coach Thomas has spent the last several years 
coaching at the high school and college levels.  He currently serves as Defensive Backs Coach at Webber 
International University in Babson Park, Florida.  When asked about the challenge that lies ahead in his role 
as leader of the RHS football program, Coach Thomas had this to say to the RHS school community, “We 
have some building to do.  We have a pride that must be restored and a tradition that must be renewed; still I 
am convinced that we can build something great!”  When asked what he would like to say to his future 
student athletes at RHS, Coach Thomas said, “I want them to know that all things are difficult before they 
become easy.  In addition, I want to stress to our students that coming together is the beginning, working 
together is the plan, staying together is our mission and a TEAM is what we will become!”  Coach Thomas 
will be in Kansas City to spend the entire day at RHS Friday, April 4th.    
 


